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Evolution of the Landscape along the o
Clear Creek Corridor, Colorado—
Urbanization, Aggregate Mining,

and Reclamation
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L KILOMETER Figure 50 (right and below). Aggregate resource map

n flood-plain deposits. The unit contains coarse gravel that can be used to (after Schwochow and others, 1974b). Unit F1 consists of modern flood-plain deposits. It contains coarse gravel that can be used to
make high-quality natural aggregate; it is one of the major aggregate-producing units in the Clear Creek valley. Numbers refer to the
locations where ground photographs were taken.
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In this aerial photograph, three large areas of gravel extraction are visible in an agrarian landscape that is
just 6 miles from downtown Denver. Areas "A" and "B" were slated to become sanitary landfill with plans for
business and retail/hotel development. By 1965, the recovery of gold and silver coincided with the extraction
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Stages of reclamation in 1964 (Sheridan, 1967, p. 25). Areas "A" and "B" were mined in the 1950's and were
intended to be reclaimed as water-oriented residential and recreational sites. Area "A" collected water from
the Manhart and Kershaw ditches (marked as "inflow"). From the "outflow," water flowed to the Baker
Metropolitan Water and Sanitation District. The longer, narrow ponds of area "B" were under development in
1966 as a fishing (north pond) and swimming (south pond) center. Area "C" was a private boating, fishing, and
swimming facility. (Aerial photograph from U.S. Geological Survey.)
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Historical and Functional Aspects
of Reclamation

Area "C" Figure 51a (left). Statue of Jim Baker, mountain man. He and his
Native American wives operated a ferry and toll bridge across 199 7

Clear Creek (at present-day Lowell Boulevard).

This view shows agrarian and open space as the predominant land By 1965, there were extensive sand and gravel pits in operation,
uses in July 1937. The Clear Creek flood plain is shown in the bottom large amounts of farming and riparian vegetation were gone,
half of the photograph. The braided creek channel, dark vegetation, residential development was beginning, and water reservoirs were
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Figure 51b (below). View of Baker Reservoir, looking southeast.
This area was purchased by the City of Westminster in 1989 to
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Birdland

Park With gravel extraction and infill nearly complete, some development plans changed, as is evident from
residential housing covering the southern half of the site by 1978. Area "A" became light industrial while area
"B" became a mobile home park. Both areas are examples of hidden landforms. Area "C" was reclaimed for
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Interstate 70 and Highway 58 were major marks on the landscape as Development of the mineral resources of this area have
mining continued in the southern half of the site, expanding east resulted in a combination of wildlife/greenbelt and recreation
along Clear Creek. The Brannan Plant No. 11 eventually is reclaimed landforms. Sometimes it is difficult to distinguish artificially
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Figure 53 (below). Looking west along
Clear Creek and Lowell Ponds State
Wildlife Area. This area is just south of site
5 and Interstate 76, and immediately north
of Clear Creek. Riparian shrubs stabilize
the stream bank, create shade, and
provide leaf litter (a food source for fish).
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Ground Views along Clear Creek




